[Rickettsia africae infection. Three cases confirmed by PCR].
African tick bite fever or Rickettsia africae infection has been recognized as an emerging health problem in the last few years. The aim of this study was to describe 3 cases of Spanish tourists who suffered from R. africae infection after visiting South Africa. Three patients with a suspected rickettsial disease according to epidemiological and clinical manifestations (fever, eschar and exanthema) were studied. Antibodies against Rickettsia conorii were determined by IFI assays. Semi-nested PCR reactions (rOmpA) and subsequent sequence analysis of the amplified products were also carried out. Epidemiological and clinical aspects of this rickettsiosis are described. For diagnosis of this rickettsial disease, conventional serological assays (IFI) were less useful than semi-nested rOmpA PCR reactions, which showed a sensitivity of 100% in our samples. Three cases of R. africae infection are reported. PCR and subsequent sequencing of the amplicons are useful for the microbiological confirmation of this type of infection. We must think about African tick-bite fever as a possible diagnosis in patients with a febrile rash after returning from endemic areas.